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Rochester Fire Stations Become “Safe Places” for Young People in Crisis
Fire stations are latest addition to more than 300 locations
where children, teenagers can go for help
Safe Place program connects nine youth to services in first quarter of 2015
Rochester, N.Y., May 5, 2015 – A young person in crisis can now walk into any fire station in
Rochester and get immediate access to help from The Center for Youth. Rochester Fire Chief
John Schreiber and The Center Executive Director Elaine Spaull announced this morning the
city’s 15 fire stations are among more than 300 Safe Place sites. Safe Place is a national youth
outreach program The Center launched locally in 2006.
“Two boys recently ran away from home, and when one of our Street Outreach staff
members found them, they were standing across the street from a fire station. They hadn’t
realized a safe place was just a few steps away,” Spaull said. “We want to make sure our children
and young people know that we are here – as a community – to protect them when they feel like
they have nowhere else to go.”
“We want our youth to be aware there is a safe place to go when problems exist, and we
will do all we can to support the Safe Place initiative,” Schreiber said. “Posted on the front of
every firehouse is a Safe Place sign to let our citizens know this program is provided here. We
are doing everything we can to make the City of Rochester a safer community.”
Spaull and Schreiber explained the importance of the Safe Place program especially
during the summer months when young people might not have access to the same resources they
do during the school year. In addition to city fire stations, Safe Place sites include Tops Friendly
Markets, RTS buses and Transit Center, several McDonald’s locations, Neighborhood Service

Centers, libraries, recreation centers, YMCA locations and other local shops and businesses.
Each location displays the yellow and black Safe Place sign that features the icon of a home and
the words, Safe Place.
Spaull also released recent statistics on the number of youth who accessed help through
Safe Place and the impact of the program’s outreach efforts to educate young people about the
dangers of running away or trying to resolve difficult, threatening situations on their own.


Nine young people accessed Safe Place in the first quarter of 2015 alone.



In 2014, 10 youth accessed services through local Safe Place locations.



In 2014, more than 2,500 young people were educated about the Safe Place
program through presentations at schools and community events as well as
nightly street outreach, so young people know where to turn during crises.

For more information on Safe Place and a full list of sites, visit www.centerforyouth.net.

About The Center for Youth
Started by youth for youth in 1971, The Center for Youth delivers a continuum of services to
homeless and runaway youth and families in crisis, including emergency shelter, transitional
housing programs and Crisis Nursery, which provides temporary childcare during emergencies.
The Center’s school-based, counseling and community awareness programs aim to educate,
engage and empower young people. All services are delivered with the knowledge that youth
want to and can take responsibility for their life choices. For more information, visit
www.centerforyouth.net or find us on social media: Facebook (Center for Youth) and Twitter
(@center4youth).

