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Center for Youth Opens New House to Support Homeless Young Men
State funds, foundation support make New Beginning House possible
to prevent future homelessness
Rochester, N.Y., Feb. 13, 2015 – With help from Assemblyman Harry Bronson and community
partners, The Center for Youth celebrated the opening of the New Beginning House, an
independent living residence for homeless or disconnected young men  one of the most
vulnerable populations in our community. Without comprehensive supports, this population
accounts for a high percentage of high school dropouts and those most likely to be involved in
risky behaviors.
"We discovered a community need for this type of housing program through our work
with young men at our New Beginning alternative school, so the New Beginning House will be a
perfect extension of and complement to our current youth services," said Elaine Spaull,
Executive Director of The Center for Youth.
The house, near The Center's main offices, consists of four apartments. Up to eight young
men, 18-21, will be able to live in the apartments while they go to school or a vocational
program, find employment and seek stable, permanent housing. The Center staff will supervise
the young men and deliver case management and counseling services, life-skills and jobreadiness training, prevention education and aftercare follow-up services. Most young men will
stay for up to six months, but they will have the opportunity to stay longer if they are in the
process of finishing high school.
"Many of the young men we will serve are homeless or couch surfing, and in some cases,
family support systems cannot afford to house these young men,” said Valerie Douglas, Director
of Counseling and Runaway/Homeless Youth Services. “The New Beginning House will serve
as a foundation to help these men become self-sufficient."

A combination of public and private funds is supporting the New Beginning House.
Assemblyman Bronson secured $100,000 for the purchase of the home. The Center also has
received significant financial and in-kind support from the Davenport-Hatch Foundation,
McGowan Charitable Fund, Mendick Foundation, Metabolic Studio and Sherman Rentals.
“It's a wise man who understands that every day is a new beginning, an opportunity for a
second chance,” said Assemblymember Harry Bronson. “As we know, we can't turn the clock
back, so we have to look ahead. That is why I am so pleased to be here today as we open the
doors on a brighter future for these young men, The Center for Youth Services, the New
Beginning House and the Rochester community.”
"The New Beginning House is a great example of community collaboration,” Spaull said.
“We are grateful to Assemblyman Bronson, our generous funders and also our neighbors who
are supporting this program, so we can prevent future homelessness and give these young men
the guidance needed for them to become successful, active members of our community.”
The Center plans to welcome new residents to the home by March 1.

About The Center for Youth
Started by youth for youth in 1971, The Center for Youth delivers a continuum of services to
homeless and runaway youth and families in crisis, including emergency shelter, transitional
housing programs and Crisis Nursery, which provides temporary childcare during emergencies.
The Center’s school-based, counseling and community awareness programs aim to educate,
engage and empower young people. All services are delivered with the knowledge that youth
want to and can take responsibility for their life choices. For more information, visit
www.centerforyouth.net or find us on social media: Facebook (Center for Youth) and Twitter
(@center4youth).

