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The Center for Youth Welcomes Five New Members to Board of Directors
Rochester, N.Y., Feb. 12, 2015 – Five members of the Greater Rochester community have
joined The Center for Youth’s Board of Directors, including a youth advocate, high school
student, financial advisor, police sergeant and an architect.
Margaret Burns’ community and volunteer work extends across diverse sectors
including education, the arts, youth development, health care and community engagement. She is
a board member for the West Irondequoit School district and a member of the Legislative
Committee for the Monroe County School Boards Association. Burns has served as a volunteer
at the Sunset House, a hospice home in Irondequoit, for the past 24 years. In addition, she is a
member of the Civic Design Team for the Parent Leadership Training Institute and a board
member of the M.K. Gandhi Institute for Nonviolence and the Memorial Art Gallery. Burns
earned an associate’s degree in liberal arts with a human service certificate from Monroe
Community College and a bachelor’s degree in community and human services from Empire
State College.
Najiaya Campbell, a senior at Wilson Magnet High School, exemplifies what it means
to be involved and engaged in the community. A varsity cheerleader at Wilson Magnet,
Campbell also serves as a coach for the Southwest Colts Pop Warner cheerleading squad. She is
a volunteer teen attorney in The Center for Youth’s Teen Court, a diversion program for youth
offenders. She plans to join the U.S. Navy upon graduating in the spring.
Spenser Carter, a Fairport native, has been a financial advisor at Merrill Lynch since
2013. Prior to moving home, Carter served as an account executive at iCore Networks in
Columbia, Maryland, and a business development manager at Sparks in McLean, Virginia. He

completed his degree in Business Management with a major in marketing at Georgetown
University. Carter also is a former NCAA Division I track and field athlete.
Daryl Gaston is a Rochester native who serves as a sergeant in the Rochester Police
Department. In this role, he has received several awards and commendations, including the
Excellent Police Service Award, the Community Service Award, and the Chief’s Letter of
Recognition. Previously, he served in the U.S. Navy from 1986-1989. Gaston is a member of the
Phi Beta Sigma fraternity, Big Brothers and Big Sisters program and a 2014 graduate of the
African American Leadership Development Program. He earned a bachelor’s degree in
organizational management from Roberts Wesleyan College and a master’s degree in criminal
justice administration from Keuka College.
Milton Pichardo of Rochester is a Program and Project Manager for the Electric Capital
Delivery department at Iberdrola USA with an expertise on Hydro projects for Rochester Gas
and Electric (RG&E) and New York State Electric and Gas (NYSEG). Pichardo also serves as
founder, president and CEO of MJ DASH, an architectural and design office. An East High
School graduate, he earned his bachelor’s degree in Architecture at the University at Buffalo. At
UB, Pichardo served as president of the Lambda Sigma Upsilon Fraternity.
Youth Board members typically serve one year, and adult members serve three-year
terms.

About The Center for Youth
Started by youth for youth in 1971, The Center for Youth delivers a continuum of services to
homeless and runaway youth and families in crisis, including emergency shelter, transitional
housing programs and Crisis Nursery, which provides temporary childcare during emergencies.
The Center’s school-based, counseling and community awareness programs aim to educate,
engage and empower young people. All services are delivered with the knowledge that youth
want to and can take responsibility for their life choices. For more information, visit
www.centerforyouth.net or find us on social media: Facebook (Center for Youth) and Twitter
(@center4youth).

